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1) ½” Galvanized pipe fashioned into a high 
tunnel/greenhouse door handle.   

   
 
2) A recycled wheelbarrow makes a handy potting 
soil bench. 

 

3) Recycle a wheelbarrow frame to make a flat cart 
for moving flats of plants. 

 
 
4) Install Drip Tape without having ends to tie off or 
close.  Instead of Pulling out a piece of drip tape the 
length of the bed and cutting it.  Pull out a piece 
twice as long as the bed and loop it back to the 
header pipe.  Hook each end up to a valve. 
 
5) Bucket dividers made with corrugated plastic 
board.  Or fill bucket with sections of 3” PVC pipe. 

 

 
 

Farm Hack* 
*Anything you can do, someone else can do different. 

Noun / Verb:  Method, system, device, or thingamajig that saves time, money, or effort, on a farm. 
Origin: Born out of necessity. On every farm, that has ever existed. 
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6) Put a 2' wide strip of landscape fabric under your 
irrigation header pipe to keep things clean and 
manageable all season long. 
 
7) Use a deep wheelbarrow, with a leaf rake handle 
as an axel to hold the roll of drip tape to make 
unrolling easier.  The tines of the rake hold the 
“axel” in place while you walk the length of the bed 
to unwind the drip tape.  Tie the end to the 
wheelbarrow fame, then unroll the drip tape as you 
walk to the end of the bed to create a “U” shape 
with the drip.  You’ll have no ends to seal off, as 
described in # 4 above. 
 
8) Use vinyl window blinds as row markers.  Close 
the blind and tape it together tight.  Cut the entire 
stack of slats at the same time, into 8” pieces.  Write 
with a pencil or paint pen.  Sharpies will fade, even 
the “permanent” ones. 
 
9) If using T-Posts to support netting, use a 2x2 as a 
support along the ends of the bed.  Move the T-Post 
in one square to give you more “elbow room” at the 
ends of the bed.  And install with the little nubs, 
pointing out, to hold the 2x2 in place. 

 

 
10) When planting in plastic mulch, use a paint pen 
to write the name of the plant right on the plastic. 
 
11) When loading your truck or van for the farmers 
market, pack so you can take out the tables and 
tents while leaving the flowers in the vehicle.  This 
eliminates handling the buckets of flowers twice - 
unloading them onto the ground, and then moving 
them up on to the tables or displays.  I had tables 
and tents on the outside of the truck. 
 
12) Make small hoops with 1/2” x 10’ electrical 
conduit.  These hoops can hold support netting, row 
cover, plastic, or shade cloth.  Great for holding row 
cover above the plants for protection from late 
spring frosts. 

 
 
13) Use a Dorm size refrigerator for seed storage.  
Use the small “Gladware” type containers.  Label 
each container with the contents.  Celosia.  Zinnia.  
Gomphrena. Sunflower, etc. 
 
14) If drying celosia, hang the flower bunches over a 
sheet. The seeds will fall out and can be collected in 
the sheet. Also collect flowers at the end of the year 
to save the seeds just before the first frost. Clean the 
seed with an old-fashioned flour sifter. Direct sow 
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the Celosia “Mix” with a saltshaker in a weed free 
bed in late spring after the soil has warmed to 60 F.  
Create the weed free bed by weekly flame weeding 
in the spring until planting. Or, add a 2” layer of used 
potting soil recycled from crate grown lilies, callas, 
etc.  Water daily for the first two weeks.  This creates 
a mixed bed of celosia that is great for filling out 
mixed bouquets. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15) When planting a long bed of tulips with a lot of 
different varieties, instead of putting markers in the 
bed, make a list of the varieties in the same order 
they were planted. You can also use the packing list 
that came with the order and plant in the same 
order in the field. 
 
16) When laying out your field, keep all your beds 
the same length. This way any piece of drip tape, 
support netting, row cover etc. will be the right size 
because there is only on size. 
 
17) Use old drip tape as strapping over a high tunnel 
or greenhouse to keep the poly from flapping in the 
wind. Also works great to tie up bundles of shade 
cloth or row cover. 
 


